
Researchers and citizens cooperate



Keep track of migratory birds and other 
seasonal characters 

The Bird Calendar collect observations of spring 
signs and autumn signs in an organized manner. 
The goal is to provide nationwide data to better 
follow, understand and anticipate the effects of 
climate change on the birds. 



The effects of climate change
Studies of phenology, ie how nature changes over 
the seasons, play an important role in understanding 
how climate change affects our ecosystems. It is 
both about understanding how individual species 
are affected, but also about the growing season as a 
whole and the interaction between species.



How does it happen?

• In the Bird Calendar, we collect information about 
the arrival of migratory birds and other seasonal signs 
in an organized manner.
• You report what species you see and hear - and 
those you don't see and hear - for 5 minutes.
• We recommend a number of priority species to 
focus on, but you prepare a species list of species that 
you can identify and want to observe.
• You decide where to do the observations yourself.
• We want you to perform your 5-minute 
observations twice a week during the relevant period 
of the year.



Beginners and experienced side by side
The data collection in the Bird Calendar is designed so 
that one can easily carry out their observations in 
everyday life. Because each Guardian of Phenology has 
his own custom species list consisting of the species one 
can identify, both experienced bird watchers and people 
who only have knowledge of a few species can 
contribute their observations in an equal way. This 
hopefully allows many to participate and report for a 
number of years.



In Sweden, we have a historical database with 
standardized, phenological observations, which we 
can compare with current data. It was Uppsala 
University and SMHI, which started in 1873 a 
nationwide collection of phenology data. Bird 
observations in the database consist of just over
63,000 reports from the years 1873-1951.

The aim is to compare data from that period with the 
data from the 21th century.



Involvement of citizens
Scientific reports
Database for decision makers
Knowledge to share with 
citizens
Stimulates being in nature
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